The FORUM Class:  Prepositions: Could anybody help me?
Hyperlink: http://www.ego4u.com/en/cram-up/grammar/prepositions
Prepositions are little words that help us to establish relations between different elements of a sentence. They can show a movement, time and position relationship among two or more objects within the sentence. In English we have single prepositions, that is, an only word, and complex prepositions which are formed by more than one word.

Even advanced learners of English find prepositions difficult. One preposition in your native language might have several translations depending on the situation. Sometimes prepositions change in different varieties of English like British and American English.
There are hardly any rules as to when to use which preposition. The only way to learn prepositions is looking them up in a dictionary reading a lot in English literature and learning useful phrases off by heart

Here are some typical questions about prepositions and their answers. Please do the exercises at the bottom of the page.
TO or FOR

. 

Q. I do not know when I should use "important to" or "important for".
For example in the sentence "other people's opinion is very important (to or for??) you.
Could anybody help me?

Thanks
A. I often tell my students that if it is "important to" someone, it just means that that person values that quality or aspect. If it is "important for" someone or something, it can mean that whatever is important can progress someone's cause in some way. Sometimes both can be used depending on the context.
Compare:
Being slim is important to me (I value being slim; I think I look better etc...)
Being slim is important for me/my career/my health (Being slim helps my career or improves my health)
IN or ON
Q. Nate asks: What are the proper usages of the words “in” and “on” in a sentence? I often confuse the two. Here are some examples: “The boat is in/on the water,” “We are in/on the planet,” “We’re going to the concert in/on July 1st.”
A. The use of prepositions in English is frequently idiomatic. General guidelines exist, but be prepared to learn individual expressions in which the preposition does not adhere to the guidelines.

In the case of the prepositions in and on, here are the most usual uses.

In

in mainly denotes “rest at”:

PLACE: He lives in the country. He lives in Chicago. (BUT, He lives at 2300 Wabash Ave.)
TIME: I’ll be there in an hour.
MANNER: The child ran down the steps in tears.
REFERENCE: In my opinion we need a referendum. They are happy in their marriage.

On

on indicates proximity and position above or outside:

PLACE: He sat on the fence.
TIME: He was not thinking well on that occasion.
REFERENCE: He asked my opinion on the matter.
CONDITION: We’ll hire him on your recommendation.

The examples given in the question:

We are on the planet.
We are going to the concert on July 1.

But

We are going to the concert in July.

As for the example about the boat, either is correct, according to what is meant:

The boat is in the water. (As opposed to being on dry land for the winter)
The boat is on the water. (Look at all those boats out there on the water!)

However, it would be unidiomatic to say The ship is in the ocean or in the sea, unless you mean that it has sunk. The ship is on the sea.

Related to the question of when to use in is that of when to use into. While in denotes the state of being “at rest” in a place, or at least being (in a sense) surrounded by something, into denotes motion towards:

The dog jumped into the water.
The children (who were already in the water) jumped in the water.
When deciding whether to use in or into, ask yourself if the person or thing you are talking about is moving from one place to another. If so, use into.
Q. Hello everybody
Is it correct to say he is playing (in) the street or it has to be (on the street)?

Thanks in advance
A. In the street is British English; on the street is American English.
AT or IN
Q. Dear George,
Thank you for your reply to my previous question.
This time I have a question regarding the distinction between "in" and "at". 

I am always confused with these prepositions. For instance, which sentence is correct?:

"Mrs. Smith teaches ESL at high school"
"Mrs. Smith teaches ESL in high school"

Also, is the following sentence which preposition should I use?:

"I am interested in PhD program in Linguistics Department in(or at?) the University of South Florida"

Thank you.

A. "In" should be used if the type of school in general is referred to, so in your first example "in high school" is correct. "At" should be used if one specific school is referred to, so in the second example you should say "at the University of South Florida." If you refer to "the university" or "the high school," it would be understood by both the writer/speaker and reader/listener that a particular high school or university is understood (and so "at" should be used), but even if you said "a high school" or "a university," it would still be understood that this refers to one high school or university, even though which particular one is not identified, and "at" would still be appropriate. This seems to apply only to educational institutions. You would never say in American English that some is a nurse "in hospital." Instead you would say "at a hospital." (In British English, however, they do say "in hospital," rather than "in the hospital" as we would say in the U.S.) In other situations, these guidelines don't apply at all, as "in your first/second example" in my answer above demonstrates. In short, as is the case with many prepositions in English, it depends a lot on what the object of the preposition is and the general meaning or subject of the sentence. 

Q. Hello everybody
Is it correct to say he is playing (in) the street or it has to be (on the street)?

Thanks in advance
For more information, please go to :
http://www.englishclub.com/grammar/prepositions-at-in-on-time.htm
http://grammar.ccc.commnet.edu/grammar/prepositions.htm
http://www.englishpage.com/prepositions/prepositions.html
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/List_of_English_prepositions
EXERCISES:

http://www.ego4u.com/en/cram-up/grammar/prepositions
