Learn Spanish- Language Learning Tips 
Making mistakes

Making mistakes is an indispensable part of learning. If you’re not making mistakes maybe it is because you’re not learning or making progress, i.e., you keep using the same grammar, words and expressions. Try something new, have your own vocabulary goals, learn new words and expressions every week, put them into practice during your lesson. Learn from your mistakes.

Working with the Class Report on the ISUS platform

Please open a new folder in your computer and call it “Areas of Improvement”. Then go to the class report on the ISUS platform. Copy the list of mistakes and recommendations made by your teacher and paste them into your new folder. 

Learning words

When you look up and learn new words in the dictionary please take into account important communication factors such as: age, sex, language register: formal, less formal, neutral, and informal (colloquial, slang, swear words). 

Your personal glossary

Every individual has their own vocabulary depending on their breeding, education, family, friends and professional life. Write a list in English and look up all the words you don’t know. Make sure you include words related to family life, relationships, hobbies, your personality, interests and work. Learn what is interesting and relevant to your life.

The non verbal ingredient

Pay attention to non verbal communication ingredients such as: interpersonal distance, body language, gestures, touching, and tone of voice. They have different interpretations in the English and Spanish culture. 
Watching films in Spanish.
 Set your Television in Spanish or watch videos with subtitles in Spanish Play pause. Write down the new words and expressions and then look them up. Do it once a week at least.
Reading Spanish newspapers/books:
 Reading authentic materials will help you to learn new vocabulary and language structures.
Listen to Spanish music/ radio stations. It’s easy to get the lyrics from the Internet nowadays. Learn new vocabulary and train your ears. Choose songs which are clear and easy to understand.
The Internet

Take advantage of the Internet where you can find films, documentaries, interviews, weather forecast reports, video clips, etc.  You can also experience different accents.
If you can’t find the time to study

Be consistent and systematic. It’s better to study a little every day; say 30 or 15 minutes, than one hour once a week. If you can’t find the time to study on a regular basis because you’re busy with work and family responsibilities, hang small posters on the wall in different places at home with information about Spanish, e.g. verb lists, new vocabulary, etc. 

Make sure you’re in the mood when you’re going to do self study. There are some exercises to choose from that you can even decide how to do your own training.  If you don’t enjoy learning a foreign language you will tend to avoid using it, so make it a nice experience: relax, sit comfortable, have a coup of coffee, a soft drink, or a glass of wine. Enjoy the moment.  . 

Buena suerte,

Roberto del Rey López del Castillo

Lingüista
