Technical Glossary: Highways and railroads.

Highway engineers, railroads, transit planners, and monorail people all use certain words with meanings especially for their profession. We'll try to cut through some of that jargon.

at grade - Refers to operations along the surface of the ground. Most streets, roads, and railroads are at grade.
beam - The rail that the monorail train runs on.
beamway - The pathway formed by beams placed end to end along which the monorail train operates. Also called a guideway. Equivalent to a track in a railway.
column - A vertical supporting post that holds up the monorail guidway. Called a pylon by monorail people.
destination - A place to which people go. For example: Safeco Field is a major destination for baseball fans.
dwell time - The length of time a train or other transit vehicle waits at a station after arriving and until leaving. 
grade - 1. The surface of the ground. 2. The steepness of a slope. The train has to go up a 2% grade.
grade-separated - Operating at a level above or below surface traffic, such as subways, an elevated highway, an elevated railway (such as Vancouver, B.C.'s Sky Train), or a monorail.
headway - The amount of time between the arrival of trains or other transit vehicles. i.e. a headway of five minutes means that a train arrives every five minutes. This could also be defined as the time between departures, or is commonly referred to the time between trains.
link - 1.  In a transportation network, a connection between two nodes. 2. The name that Sound Transit chose to give to their light rail system (see Link Light Rail).
Link Light Rail - The name Sound Transit has given to its proposed light rail system. A short Link Light Rail line is under construction in Tacoma, and a much longer line is proposed for Seattle but is currently delayed by various problems.
node - A point of origin or destination in a transportation system. In the case of the monorail, each station is a node.
origin - A place from which people leave. For example: DowntownSeattle is a major origin of passenger traffic at the end of the work day. 
switch - A device that moves the rails of a railway or the beams of a monorail in such a way that a train can move from one track or guideway to another.



